
 A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
MEMBERS of the SAN MATEO PARK 
Community

We always enjoy bringing you updates and news 
through our annual newsletter.  Welcome to all of 
our new residents.  We all know that "our Park" is 
special and we all work towards keeping it as our 
oasis in this urban world.  This year has been 
extremely challenging and busy for our directors.  
We are sorry to say goodbye to three  of our 
directors who have significantly moved our 
organization forward in these past years.  We 
would like to express our heartfelt thanks to our 
outgoing directors:  

Cliff Robbins: 

Cliff has been a SMPNA director for over 15 
years.  His expertise with city politics has been 
invaluable in counseling us on many issues over 
the years. 

Zehra Vehanvaty: 

Our past president has championed all of our 
planning commission issues for the park this past 
year. 

Darlynn Slosar: 

Our marketing and communication lead brought 
us a new fresher look to both our newsletter and 
website.  

 As we have three losses to our board, we now 
ask you to consider becoming a board member.  
If you have time to contribute  to the 
neighborhood association please contact me at 
board@sanmateopark.org . 

WWW.SANMATEOPARK.ORG
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SAN MATEO PARK  
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL NEW SLETTER 2017

 While we have had a wet winter, we need -- as 
we do every dry season -- to supplement water 
for new and young street and island trees for 3 or 
more years after planting.   This is an ongoing 
SMPNA commitment that helps ensure these 
trees survive and establish themselves properly.  
The Board has approved major improvements to 
islands and increased monthly maintenance. You 
will find more information on these projects in 
the Street Trees & Islands year in review.   Our 
annual newsletter honors those who donated in 
2016.  Thank You!  As always communications in 
neighborhoods are key, we can be contacted at 
Board@SanMateoPark.org.  Once again, Thank 
you for your support! 

Sincerely, 

Virgin ia McIsaac

President  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Virginia McIsaac (548-1549)

Secretary

Margaret Handlery  (343-2455)

Treasurer 

Katherine Jones (558-8787)

Street Trees & Islands

Linda Bogue (344-0905)

Kimball Statler (548-2427)

Davida Rabbino (342-9903)

Communications 

Dave Pearson (343-6418)



STATE OF THE PARK - 2017

St reet  Trees and Islands

The Board worked on many projects, most often in 
partnership with the City of San Mateo?s Managing 
Arborist and Landscape Manager.  Your 
contributions to SMPNA made this possible and 
are highlighted below! 

Street Tree and Island Team: Linda Bogue, Kimball 
Statler, Davida Rabbino 

Island t ree renewal: rem ove island t rees t hat  
are blight s on t heir  landscapes; m ove t oward 
m ast er  plan object ive t o rest ore islands t o 
single species groves of  t rees  Four islands have 
been substantially replanted, in partnership and 
cost-sharing effort with the City of San Mateo. 

-  Occidental, just in from Barroilhet: aged and 
failed hawthorns were removed, 11 Hungarian 
oaks planted.  These are tall, deciduous trees that 
live to 150 years or more.  They renew the iconic, 
tall tree profile here, which is a challenge given all 
the overhead wires now in place.  Special thanks 
are due island neighbors, Scott and Lane Poms, 
who through their landscape firm, Scapes, have 
generously donated and installed a drip irrigation 
system to support these trees! 

-  Hurlingham, between W. Bellevue and W. Poplar: 
diseased pines were removed, and the island 
replanted with 12 Canary Island pines.

 -  Clark, between El Camino and Hurlingham: 
failing redwoods and pine were removed, 7 
Hungarian oaks planted, ivy cleared and chips 
added.

-  Occidental at Westmoreland: failed hawthorns 
were removed, replant with coast live oaks and 
valley oaks is underway. 

Cost  t o SMPNA: $2,900

Sum m er  wat er ing program : 

This year we are supporting  some 150 young 
street and island trees with biweekly watering, 
supplementing but not replacing the water 
homeowners need to provide if their young trees 
are to flourish. In 2016 we watered 100 trees. 

Cost  t o SMPNA: $12,000 for  2017, w il l  vary.

Increasing grounds m aint enance service for  
our  islands 

  We have arranged for more frequent 
maintenance of our islands? grounds.  The City 
contracts with private landscape maintenance 
firm, Loral, for quarterly weeding and other 
grounds maintenance on City medians, including 
the ?islands? here.  After observing this service 
for a year, we concluded that our islands and our 
members would benefit from enhanced 
maintenance service.  Working with the City and 
Loral, we have arranged for our islands to receive 
grounds attention every two months ? a 50% 
increase in service level, effective July 1.  The City 
retains its role as contract manager, while 
SMPNA reimburses the City for the extra service.  
We will be monitoring how our islands look 
under this program, and hope you will see the 
difference.  (Of course, neighbors are always 
welcome to pull an errant weed or pick up litter 
from our islands.  With just a litt le help from 
friends, our islands can look clean and neat!)  

 Cost  t o SMPNA: $5,500 annually 



STATE OF THE PARK - 2017

St reet  Trees and Islands

Special At t ent ion Project s 

 -  St reet  t ree pruning:  The City is pruning our 
street trees for structural health and deadwood 
removal.  First up were W. Poplar, W. Bellevue, 
and the blocks of streets that connect those two.   
(There?s no record at the City for when this last 
occurred: not in your Directors? memory, which is 
reasonably reliable back to about 1990!) 

-  New t rees:  This winter, the City planted some 
50 trees along our streets and 36 on our islands, 
with types as specified in The Park?s master 
planting plan. 

-  Screening for  AT&T ut i l i t y boxes:  These are 
ugly and proliferating, so we are working with 
Public Works and AT&T on this.  A prototype has 
been installed on the Hurlingham island between 
Warren and Sycamore.  This screen, a trellis 
constructed of unfinished redwood -- like many 
fences around the Park -- will weather to blend.  
It is the model for screening to be installed with 
future AT&T box installations here. 

Ongoing dil igence and coordinat ion:  

-Island redwood watch and supplemental water 
(arborists report redwoods throughout California 
are stressed and dying, as are some of ours) 

- Street and island tree protection measures along 
Warren and Dorchester, in preparation for 
re-paving these streets 

- Identification for the City of islands needing chip 
replenishment  (22 of 62 on current list) 

- Initiative to establish linkage between City 
removal (and grinding) of public trees and islands 
needing chips -- which are always in short supply 

- Dead and failing street and island tree inventory 
for the City (updates ongoing) 

- Assistance with the City?s roster for tree removals 
and replants during this past winter?s tree planting 
program  

-Identification of open planting spaces for street 
and island trees; outreach to homeowners about 
accepting and ?adopting? new street trees 

- Liaison with City arborists concerning street tree 
pruning project 

- Assistance with the City?s transition to private 
contractor (Loral) for maintenance of island 
grounds (effective 7/1/16) 

- Monthly observation of contractor Loral?s 
performance; feedback to City 

- Communication with neighbors, via newsletter, 
annual meeting, Nextdoor, and private inquiries 
from our members 

Rehabil i t at ion of  War ren /  Hur l ingham /El 
Cam ino Real ent rance.  Our Park residents Lane 
& Scott Poms (Scapes Landscaping) were 
instrumental in this effort.  The new water main 
access that was installed on this island, left it in 
poor shape, plants removed and discarded, 
uneven grounds, etc.   We paid for spreading 
agapanthus to encircle the island, added soil and 
mulch.  The city did the requested trimming of 
the trees. 

 Cost  t o SMPNA: $1,500 
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STATE OF THE PARK - 2017

UPDATES FROM THE CITY OF SAN MATEO

Public Works Street Repairs 

Warren and Dorchester have been repaved and repairs have been made to curbs and gutters.  Street 
signs and roadway signage is also being improved.  The Public Works Department is currently working 
with Burlingame Public Works to try and address the speeding on Barriolhet.  Since it is an emergency 
thoroughfare there are restrictions we need to work with in finding solutions.

Poplar/ 101 Interchange 

The work has been done to have a left turn lane off of the Poplar southbound exit.  They have installed a 
fenced barricade to prevent Amphlett traffic from southbound entrance to 101.  This is the City's attempt 
to prevent accidents in this difficult intersection.   While it has helped in this area, there have been other 
neighborhood ramifications due to this change.  The City of San Mateo is currently re-looking at a 
possible southbound entrance at Penninsula.  

Engle Road Project 

Engle Road residents are concerned over the proposed Ten-Unit Multifamily Condominium Development 
slated for 1 Engle Road.  City Planning has requirements for off street parking.  These requirements are 
21 spaces for the complex.  Since the footprint of this condominium complex is small, the underground 
parking requirement cannot be met with standard underground parking.  The Engle residents have 
started a e-petition via Nextdoor to limit automated parking in single-family residential neighborhoods, 
they are planning on providing this petition to both Planning Commission and City Council.  Current 
zoning code does not address this situation where there is no buffer or transition between multi-unit 
development (along the El Camino corridor) and our far less dense, single-family residential 
neighborhood directly abutting. This petition asks the City to rethink, taking both context and new 
technology into account. There is a potential public hearing with the City of San Mateo Planning 
Commission, tentatively targeted for August 2017.  Planning Commission meeting schedule for August is:  
Tuesday, August 8th, and Tuesday August 22nd.  The e-petition can be found on Nextdoor, search 
Residential Parking.  We encourage you to review the plans and make your voices heard.  If you would 
like to view this project, it can be found on the City of San Mateo's website 
http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/index.aspx?nid=3246 

Key City Contacts 
   Emergency services (sewer, downed trees, flooding etc.):  522-7320

   Trees & Permits:  522-7420

   Building code questions:  522-7170

   Broken curbs, street signs, etc. Public Works: 522-7300

http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/index.aspx?nid=3246%20
http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/index.aspx?nid=3246%20
http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/index.aspx?nid=3246%20
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SPRING 2017

STATE OF THE PARK ? 2017 

SMPNA Financial Report :  See why your 
donat ions are so important  this year!

We?re aiming to increase our donations this year by 
50%.  That means asking our stalwart supporters to 
consider increasing their contributions, and most 
importantly, asking those who have not contributed 
in past to join neighbors in support.  San Mateo 
Park residents? donations are the sole source of 
funding for the Park Board?s activities in maintaining 
and beautifying our neighborhood.  As you see 
increased activity on our streets and islands, 
whether watering young trees, more frequent 
upkeep for our islands? grounds, or replanted 
islands, we hope you will find these efforts inspire 
you to donate.

This snapshot of our finances tells us a great deal.

  

 This chart shows the calendar year 2016, the first 
half of 2017, and the projected total expenditure in 
2017.

ADMIN primarily consists of communications and 
meetings/events.  

Donations in 2016 were $12,570.    Thank You!

Expenses so far in 2017 approximate $9,000. We 
project  t o spend over  $21,000.  Donations so far 
this year are only $800.  This is not surprising, 
since the annual newsletter triggers the flow of 
donations. 

As outlined in the Street Trees and Islands 
update, we have decided to spend the money 
needed to preserve our trees through watering 
and to upgrade the quality of our many islands. 

Some of these expenditures are one-time 
expenses, such as the renovation of 5 islands 
outlined earlier.  We were comfortable spending 
funds out of our reserves. Our reserves at 
mid-year are $30,200, the majority in a ?un-rainy 
day? savings account. But we have a significant 
increase in ongoing annual operating expenses.  
Our watering cost is now $12,000 a year, up from 
$9,000.  The City of San Mateo does not water 
street trees. 

San Mateo Park gets its fair share of landscaping 
and maintenance work from the City,  but it isn?t 
enough to keep our islands looking good.  As 
noted, we have increased the maintenance time 
that the city contractor spends by 50%, at our 
cost.  That?s $5,400 annually. 

The Board has always found that the 
neighborhood will respond to specific concrete 
expenditures that create visible improvements.  
We hope that our activities earn your enthusiastic 
support. 

We?d l ike t o keep t he good work  going! 

Wit h YOUR HELP!

San Mateo Park Website 

www.sanmateopark.org Donations to San Mateo 
Park 

http://sanmateopark.org/payment.php 

http://www.sanmateopark.org
http://sanmateopark.org/payment.php
http://sanmateopark.org/payment.php


2016 Cont r ibut ions

Your  Generosit y is Appreciat ed!

McLaren: Park  Pat rons 
$200+

Anicetti, Vince 

Bailey, Deborah 

Bohnert, Megan & Mike 

Bootwala, Mufaddal 

Brooks, Marilee 

Dorn, Gregory 

Epstein, Jan 

Feakins, Nick & Jeffie 

Friedman, Robert 

Gemello, John & Linda 

Gilmartin, Robert 

Greenough, Mark & Martha 

Hill, Jerry & Sky 

Isaacs, James and Page Mailliard 

Mayer, Stephen & Patricia 

McCook, Michael & Vicki 
McWilliams 

Moore, Elizabeth & Oger 

O'Riordan, Andrea and Tim 

Reinertson, Ray & Cynthia 

Royer, Pamela 

Scheinman, Dan 

Schin, Christian & Tompkins, 
Tamara 

Slosar, Darlynn 

Spence, Robert & Kristi 

Wanzer, Kenneth

 Zucker, Todd & Linda 

McLaren Mem bers $100

Agorio, Inger 

Andersen, Modell Marlow 

Roberta Anderson 

Arata, Louise 

Ausenhus, Scott & Mary Kay 

Balestrieri, David & Mary 

Black, David H. & Jeanne P. 

Bland, Elaina,& Ronald 

Briscoe, Alden 

Brosnan, Betty Con 

Bruce, Judith & Bradley 

Carrella, Anne & Paul 

Chapman, Janet 

Cohen, Carol & Michael 

Colker, Alexis 

De Grosz, Kurt & Julie 

Del Carlo, Wayne & Roxana 

Devgan, Jacqueline 

Edsell, Jane 

French, Glen & Gayle 

Gillen, Alexandra 

Goethals, Chris 

Hammerstrom, Gary 

Handlery, Jon & Margaret 

Harrison, Debbie 

Hicklin, Pauline 

Hraba, Bruce & Patricia 

Jaffe, Donald 

Jones, Katherine 

Keenan, Allison & Jamie 

Kenney, Susan 

Kristofferson, Don & Flo 

Liu, Lester & Jane Kang 

Martin, Nancy 

McDaniel, Fred & Eliz 

McIsaac, Peter & Virginia 

Millhauser, Carole Cole 

Mitchell, Ann & George 

Moore, John & Beverley 

Morisson, Alice & Hewitt Oakley 

O?Connor, Tom & Liz 

Perks Family 

Rilliet, Diana 

Sarver, Jennifer & Danielle 
Moskowitz 

Schulz, John & Barbara 
Eisenhauer 

Shult, Douglas & Lee Gardner 

Spieker, Diane 

Statler, Kimball & Rich 

Steele, Michael & Jeannie 

Tighe, Craig & Ann Coulson 

Tuthill, G  Bradley 

Vahanvaty, Zehra 

Whitehill, Bob & Marie 

Willett, Andrea & Donald 

Winfrey, Laura & Doug 
Grigsby 



Suppor t ers -$50

Ames, Tom 

Baleix, Nancy 

Barter, Jessicca 

Bellanti,Felicia & Ron 

Benhan, Ian & Anne 

Bernstein, Betty 

Bianchi, Roland R & Judy 

Blahut, Robert J. & Virginia F. 

Blee, Patricia and Bob 

Blumberg, Bruce & Carol 
Murphy 

Boesch, Robert & Patricia 

Brasel, Allan & Carlene 

Carlson, Thomas & Brenda 

Carraro, Frank & Nancy 

Catlin, Karen 

Chad and Cathleen Thomas 

Cowley, Allen 

Crotty,Lois&Charles 

Dankmeyer, Juliet

Dannels, Bruce & Carla 

Dargham, Daniel & Olga 

D'Elia, Audrey

Fernandez, Robert 

Fitzpatrick, Madalyn &Tom 

Foyer, Edith 

Frates, Robert & Patricia 

Fucilla, Robert and Patricia 
Georges 

Galletti, Margaret 

Gogol, Stanley & Lois 

Hertz, Philip & Diane 

Howarth, Ken & Patty 

Howell, Irene & Lee 

Inglesias, Kathi & Luis 

James, Jacqueline 

Krakow, Roger 

Kullberg, Marion 

Lavigne, Suzanne 

Long, John & Mary 

McCubbin, Al & Miek 

McLaughlin, Jean 

Musto, Carolyn & Henry 

Obrien, Matthew 

Opden Kamp, Frans and 
Deborah 

Paver, Kathleen 

Penner, Joanna 

Regan, Frank & Christine 

Rehder, Claus & Karin 

Rolfe, Lauren 

Rolfe, Lauren 

Romano, Bernard 

Ross, Kenneth 

Scammon, Mrs. Ruth Larsen 

Selb, Klaus & Lydia 

Seymour, Harlan 

Siboldi, Ubaldo & Alice 

Simonds,Whitney 

Smith, Jack & Cynthia 

Stanghellini, Jack & Cathy 

Stanton, Robert & Lisa 

Stodgel, Joanne 

 

Strnad, Al & Elizabeth

Villongco, David 

Wagner, Helen 

Waldo, Neil & Mary Ann 

Walker, Bob & Lili 

Ward, John & Mary Anne 

Watermulder,Genie &  Paul 

Whelan, James 

Wilson, David 

Woo, Andrew & Kitty 

Young, Charlie & Julie 

Yuen, Stephen & Eleanor 

Zanoni, Hanna 

Our apologies for any errors or 
omissions.  This list includes those who 
contributed in calendar year 2016

Visit  our  websit e:  
www.SanMat eoPark .org 

For  Donat ions, Click  on 
Cont r ibut e

We also encourage you t o join 
SanMat eoPark .Next door .com , 

it 's a great  way t o com m unicat e 
w it h your  neighbors.  

Is 

your tree 

thirsty?



SAN MATEO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2017 DUES

 We strongly encourage the use of Paypal.  A link is at: sanmateopark.org 

If you prefer to send a check (payable to SMPNA), please fill out the form below and mail to:  
SMPNA 

P.O. Box 1271 

San Mateo, CA  94401 

As always, dues are voluntary and are not a condition of membership.  Please note that dues will 
be credited for recognition for the calendar year in which they are received.  Your contribution is 
not tax-deductible at this time, but we are working to be re-instated. 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 

(if you are NOT currently on our list) 

 DUES:  $50 ____  McLaren members: $100 ____ Patron: $200 ____ Other: ______ 

 COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS: email board@sanmateopark.org     or comment below. 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 


